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Images on this page - clockwise from top left: Betaminds lunch club; Hackney

Giving staff highlight opportunities for support at a Meet the Funder event;

Hackney Giving tour of communities; Turkish Cypriot Cultural Association lunch
club; Hackney Night Shelter food items.
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Introduction

Hackney Giving in 2025-26

“Thank you for helping me understand my
bills, I could not sleep and didn’t know what
to do.”

Service user at Community Centre for
Refugees from Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, a
project funded by Hackney Giving

Hackney Giving has continued to make a
positive impact to local people through its
cost of living programme.

In the year to April 2026, we ran two rounds
of cost of living funding using money from
the Department for Work and Pensions’
Household Support Fund via London
Borough of Hackney.

Donations from the community meant we
were able to increase the impact and fund
a wider range of projects. More information
about how funding has made a difference is
on page 4.

Our work with Match My Project has grown
this year. This online platform is an effective
way to link businesses to community groups.
Groups can post requests which businesses
can browse to see if they can meet them.

We've increased use of the platform during
the year, with more community groups and
more businesses signed up, leading to more
matches and more support for communities
in Hackney and the City of London.

As a local giving programme, Hackney Giving
is rooted in the communities that we serve.
We are based in Hackney and are delighted
that Hackney institutions have taken us to
their heart and raised funds.

We thank you all for caring so deeply about
the community groups that provide a lifeline
for people and for your support for Hackney
Giving.

Sarah Watson

Funding and Development Manager,
Hackney CVS



The impact of cost of living

funding

This year, Hackney Giving made 57 grants,
to 52 organisations, all working towards
reducing the impact of the rising cost of
living.

Funding was offered via grants of £5,000
which could be used for food and essentials,
as a contribution towards bills, for food in a
community setting (including outside school
provision) or towards preventative work to
help people avoid crisis.

The demand for funding was significant: in
June 2025 we received four times as many
applications as we could fund.
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Volunteers at AMURT prepare a community
lunch in Clapton

Case study: S. Pinter Youth Project

“Once again, you have enabled us to bring
warmth, comfort, and light to families
who face particular challenges during the
winter months.

The food vouchers funded through this
grant went far beyond meeting practical
needs; they offered parents a sense of
relief and dignity, and allowed children
to experience the joy, excitement, and
security that every child deserves during
the Winter Holidays and Chanukah.

Many families shared with us how much it
meant to feel remembered and supported
at a time of year that can otherwise be
overwhelming.

The vouchers helped transform their
holidays into moments of celebration,
connection, and happiness - something
that would not have been possible
without your assistance.

We are deeply grateful for your trust,
kindness, and commitment to our
mission. Your support strengthens our
ability to continue standing beside
vulnerable families in our community, and
it reinforces the message that they are not
alone.”




Place-based giving in action

Hackney Giving uses a place-based model
to support communities in Hackney and the
City of London.

We're based here, we know our
communities locally and we make a point of
going out to see what’s happening on the
ground.

We specialise in channelling support to
grassroots charities and voluntary groups
that an individual donor, small business or
corporation might never encounter.

We ensure that contributions of time,
money or resources address actual, pressing
needs within the diverse communities of
Hackney and the City of London.

Connecting businesses to communities

Navigating the charity sector can be
challenging for busy companies, but Hackney
Giving makes giving simple, transparent, and
coordinated.

Yad Voezer members discuss renovations
with property services company CBRE

We connect companies directly to

frontline organisations through Match My
Project. This online platform streamlines the
process of linking corporate resources with
community needs.

Local charities and community groups can
register and post specific requests—such
as building maintenance, IT equipment or
physical space for meetings.

Businesses can then easily browse these
requests and offer the exact skills, time or
resources required. This direct link ensures
that corporate social responsibility is
localised and organised efficiently.

Seeing the impact

We know that viewing impact for yourself
makes a difference. So we take businesses
out to voluntary and community sector
organisations so they can see the impact of
supporting communities locally.

Visitors this year commented on what they
had learned. At a breadmaking session
enjoyed by adults with learning disabilities,
one guest commented: “We’ve seen the
benefits that giving goods can bring: we’d
assumed we would only add value by giving
our time but now | can see the joy that
giving equipment such as a food mixer can
bring”.

Our guests also mentioned that Hackney
Giving gave them access to people, groups
and activities that they would otherwise not
have been able to meet or to experience.



Our year at Hackney Giving

Funding distributed

e 2 grants rounds.
e 57 grants made.

e 52 organisations funded.

Match My Project

e 24 Match My Project matches.

e £7,066 worth given by in-kind
giving.

Fundraising

Stoke Newington History
evening.

London Fields Lido’s ongoing
invitation to donate when
receiving lost property items.

Chesham Arms pumpkin
carving competition
(pictured, right).

£43,783 distributed from
donations by the community.

£237,600 distributed on behalf
of Hackney Council.

£4,712 value of materials or
goods donated.

255 hours of work provided.




Organisations we have
funded in City and Hackney

In 2025-26 we funded the following organisations:

In 2025-26, in-kind support was given to:

ACE

Acheinu Cancer Support

African Community School

Akwaaba

Ananda Marga Universal Relief Team
Apex Community Hub

Bags of Taste

Betaminds

Blossoms London

Carib Eats

Cheer Up Squad

Chesed Hospital Transport

Chizuk

Clapton Common Boys Club

Clapton Commons Community Organisation
Clapton Park United Reformed Church
Claudia Jones Organisation

Community Centre for Refugees from
Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia

Community Closet
Community Hub

Day-Mer, Turkish and Kurdish Community
Centre

Friends of Woodberry Down
Hackney Doorways

Hackney Marsh Partnership
Hackney Quest

Hackney Young People’s University

ACE

Acheinu Cancer Support

African Community School

Eastside Educational Trust

Fat Macy’s

Garden Classroom

Hackney Congolese Women Support Group

Happy and Healthy Trust

Hatzola Trust Ltd

Hot Line Meals Service

In Touch/ Kids United

Irish Elderly Advice Network

Kids Konnect Ltd

Lighthouse

MDO Gives Back CIC

Mishon

Mouth That Roars

Ozer Umagen

Reb Shayele’s Kitchen

Resolve Now

S Pinter Youth Project

Summer Adventures for Inner Londoners
Shepherdfold Ministry

SkyWay Charity

Sonshine Club

Teen Action

Tikva

Tov

Treasured Moments

Turkish Cypriot Cultural Association
Twilight Kindness

Yad Simcha

Yismach Moshe Community Group

Hackney Doorways
Hackney Marsh Partnership
Kids Care London

Step by Step London

Unity Support Network

Yad Voezer Day Centre



Thank you

We are grateful to all who have supported
Hackney Giving in 2025-26.

This includes City Bridge Foundation, Alphatrack
Systems Ltd, Aston Group, OCS Group UK,

RGE Services Ltd, Mullalley, HW Facilities Ltd
and Kingdom Partnership, the Chesham Arms,
London Fields Lido, IMPOWER, individuals from
Hackney, the City and further afield, Amir Dotan
from Stoke Newington History, City of London
Corporation, London Borough of Hackney,
North East London NHS and Match My Project.

Our additional thanks go to all the community
groups working so hard to support communities
in Hackney and the City of London.

Contact us

Hackney Giving

The Adiaha Antigha Centre
24-30 Dalston Lane
London, E8 3AZ

020 7923 1962

info@hackneygiving.org.uk
www.hackneygiving.org.uk

Hackney Giving is a programme run by
Hackney CVS, registered charity no 1069736.
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Cover: AMURT volunteers
prepare food for an event.



